Description: (The search for )“The Typical New Zealand House”

Introduction

The past two decades have resulted in many changes to building design and technology in the New

Zealand residential market. Improved international travel, global communication, and a vast increase in the publication of building, architectural magazines and books have led to many ‘design vogues’, borrowing from a multitude of offshore design references, which often do not respond well to New Zealand climates and lifestyle needs. Perhaps it is the short time from colonisation to the current day that tends to drive the apparent need to plagiarise buildings from countries with greater ‘built’ history.

Never before has residential construction had available as much technology, optional roofing and cladding

systems, together with applied bureaucratic and building controls. Despite all this, we have never before

had so many buildings failing with regard to weather-tightness, durability and basic performance.

A large part of the problem can be attributed to the fact that for years we have successfully built

lightweight timber homes clad with traditional materials of weatherboard, brick veneer and various panel

products.] The construction details were fairly standard and time-honoured, providing us with buildings that were largely trouble free.

The market drive to produce ‘monolithic buildings’, as far as their exterior appearance is concerned, has

been compromised by various plastered claddings fixed, to a large extent, over timber framing.

The pursuit of a solid plaster look is perhaps one of the industries’ major problems today.

Perhaps with this in mind it is time to get back to basics in our thinking towards housing design in New

Zealand with less applied embellishment and more emphasis on structures and designs that respond to our

own environment and social lifestyles.

The Design Brief

The definition of vernacular is: Of one’s native country, not of foreign origin or of learned formation.

Concerned with ordinary rather than monumental buildings. It is to this end that the building’s form and function should reflect. The emphasis should be on designing a building that uses as much local material and technology as possible and to provide what the entrant feels is indigenous in responding to our own historic, multicultural and environmental conditions.
The entrants will need to consider the following:

· Siting and location

· Planning - internal/external relationships

· Energy efficient features - design for the sun

· Materials and finishes

· Aesthetic appeal

· Presentation

The entrants shall design a family home on a new site in an established suburb 20 minutes from the city

centre and a 10 minute walk to the local coastline and beach. The client family consists of two parents

with a teenage daughter and son. Their wish is for a contemporary home with a ‘local feel’, a strong indoor/outdoor relationship and the ability to cater for the social needs of both parents and young people.

The site is flat and well elevated above sea level with a north orientation. The building may be single

storey, two storey, or split level.

The section is shown overleaf.

Clients’ Requirements

Double Garage - Attached to house, or part of main Floor Plan, with internal access, room for

workbench.

Main Entry

Kitchen, Family Room, Dining Area - can be Open Plan but must have good Indoor/Outdoor

flow.

Kitchen Appliances - Wall Oven, Cook Top, Microwave Oven, Fridge/Freezer -Freezer may be in

Garage or Laundry, Dishwasher, Pantry required.

Lounge/Sitting Room - diverse space, separated from Family Room.

Study - Small Computer/Study area.

Three Bedrooms

Bathroom - facilities to suit.

WC - Separate Room with Basin

Utility Laundry - Washing Machine, Tub, Dryer, Storage Cupboards

House to be Electrically or Gas Heated

External Dining/Entertaining - Deck, Patio, Overhead Structures Shade Sail, Pergola etc.

Total Maximum floor area of the house including garage and any upper storeys, to be 250.0m2.

Bulk and Location Requirements

Site Area = 485.0m2

Max Site Coverage shall be no more than 35% i.e. max 169.75m2.

Building set back from street boundary = 5.0m.

Side Yard set back = 1.5m.

Rear Yard set back = 3.0m.

Building shall be no higher than 8.0m vertically above original ground levels of site.
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Drawing Requirements:

All drawings should be produced as presentation drawings, with maximum

impact to sell your design to the client. The drawing can be presented in any suitable medium, keep colour render light; heavy crayon or pastel colours are not recommended. Carefully consider the layout requirements and size of each of these drawings before you start on them.
· Site and location plan showing the building position, drive and external decks/patios etc. Scale 1:200

· Floor plan or plans showing the building’s spatial layout, include all internal rooms and fittings, external decks and patio areas. Scale 1:100.

· Two elevations of the building, label each elevation. Scale 1:100

· Cross-section through either centreline axis of the house, no structural detail

· required. Scale 1:100

· Pictorial perspective, isometric, axonometric (need only be of small scale)
· Report (150-200 words) outlining design features, construction, materials any any 









unique features.

Presentation:

The drawings listed under ‘Drawing Requirements’ are to be submitted on a

maximum of 4 x A3 size panels with rigid backing, all panels are to be clearly

labelled with the entrant’s name and school name.

Presentation drawings can be computer generated, manually draughted, or a

combination of both. As a rule perspective drawings often are better presented

as a hand drawn exercise.
