Water Feature Assignment Student Notes 
What’s there to know about a slab of concrete?
When thinking about designing a water feature that shows influence from a designer or era, it may be useful to start by considering the design elements of the sample concrete base unit:

· it has clean lines (straight and parallel)
· it is concrete
· it has an unnatural form (ie geometrical perfection), 

· it is minimal with nothing superfluous

· it looks very machine-made

· it is robust

Although not intentionally designed as such, these elements make it a quintessential Modernist design
. 
Modernism was a powerful movement around the first half of the 20th Century which encompassed all manner of Western arts, science, literature, politics etc. It (put crudely) was based on the ‘no frills’ pragmatism and the triumph of man over the natural and spiritual world. For the point of our exercise however, we only need to concern ourselves with Modernism as a design movement. Generally, it encompassed the machine aesthetic (1900–1930) and art deco (1925–1939) eras.
So, if the base unit is inadvertently modernist in design, you have the option of complimenting it with a modern design insert. If your History of Design timeline uncovered:

· Frank Lloyd Wright’s famous combination of water and architecture
· fhe use of chrome in Bauhaus design

· Clarice Cliff’s work

· prominent Art Deco shapes (such as the herringbone, lightening bolts, and semi circles) you will have concept ideas straight away
Conversely, you may want a little contrast. You could consider 
· a psychedelic/flower power style design, taken from the Craft Revival, Social Consciousness era of the late 60s and 70s. 

· going post-modern and incorporating traditional indigenous designs with a contemporary twist, such as the NZ memorial in Canberra (See class poster)
· A feature emphasising sweeping natural lines/curves such as the glass work from the Art nouveau era
· Pottery tiles from the Arts and Crafts era
Basically, the concrete base unit is neutral enough to accommodate any ideas you might have. Just bare in mind that (as always) you need to design something that you are capable of drawing competently. So don’t make things to hard on yourself!
If in doubt, ask me
Mr Kn
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