My name is Ian Milligan; I am 18 years old and am currently studying at the Auckland University of Technology.  I was born in Zimbabwe and moved to New Zealand in early 2000. I have always had a huge interest in design, problem solving, engineering and creativity. From an early age I was always drawing or inventing contraptions out of Lego which sparked my creative journey.

I attended Long Bay College, where I entered the Young Designer of the Year Awards National Competition 3 times. In 2007 (I was Year 10 at the time) I entered a design of a workstation/ desk, designed specifically for landscape architects. I won this prestigious competition at the age of only 14. I won cash prizes including $1000 towards my future studies. The following years I came first in my categories and first in my sections, again winning cash prizes. My main focus of design has been product design and engineering because I like the challenge and idea of creating something that’s never been done before. I studied Graphics, Physics and Calculus throughout college and have developed my skills and knowledge over the years. In my final year of college my graphics teacher strongly recommended me to enter my brief for Scholarship Graphics. I entered an engineering brief and came out with a Top Subject Scholarship Award. Although the project was challenging, I learnt so much and developed my creative skills, and it was all worth it in the end.
I am now in my first year of my undergraduate degree at A.U.T, doing a Bachelor of Design, majoring in Product Design. So far this course has been extremely interesting and insightful into the world of design. Our first semester concentrates on the fundamentals of design, design logic and human centered design. Our papers consist of both studio and theory work.
I hope to obtain my Honours degree (4 year course) where I hope to develop my knowledge and skills associated in design and then pursue employment in the industry, either in New Zealand or abroad.

I am passionate and driven about what I do, and who knows what lies ahead in the future.

Any questions about my projects, or other information you require, please contact me: african_sunrise@hotmail.com
